
 
Poetry To Learn by Heart 2025-2026 

It is a statutory requirement in the National Curriculum that children learn to recite poems by heart. 

Spend 5 minutes learning the poem by heart each day. 1 poem every half term by heart.  

Included are a variety of classic and contemporary poems.  

 

Year Groups Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
EYFS Poetry Basket   Poetry Basket   Poetry Basket   Poetry Basket   Poetry Basket   Poetry Basket   
Y1 Soggy Greens 

By John Cunliffe 
Snowball 
By Shel Silverstein 

Cats  
By Eleanor Farjeon 
 

The Little Plant 
Kate L. Brown 

Bed in Summer 
Robert Louis 
Stevenson  

Now We Are Six 
By A.A Milne 

Y2 The Schoolkids’ Rap 
John Foster 

The Christmas Pine 
Julia Donaldson 
 

Opened A Book  
Julia Donaldson 

Song of the Train 
David McCord 

Bluebottle 
Judith Nicholls 

Please Do not Feed 
the Animals 
Robert Hull 

Y3 Autumn Gilt 
Valerie Bloom 

A parade of Beast 
Doodles 

Alligator Problem 
Micheal Rosen 

A Special Badger 
Matt Goodfellow 

If All The World Were 
Paper 
Joseph Coelho 

The River 
Valerie Bloom 

Y4 The Thought Fox 
Ted Hughes 

You Are 
Valerie Bloom 

Thought Machine 
Laura Mucha 

Air 
Micheal Rosen 

A Life in Dreams 
Jacob Sam-La Rose 

If you Could see 
Laughter 
Mandy Coe 

Y5 School Day 
Lesley Gibbes 

Silver 
Walter De La Mare 

Daffodils 
William Wordsworth 

The Magic Box 
Kit Wright 

The Tyger 
William Blake 

Gran, Can you Rap? 
Jack Ousby 

Y6 Hope 
Nicola Davies 

What the teacher 
said when asked 
John Agyard 

Jabberwocky 
Lewis Carroll 

Gone 
Jennifer Watson 

Choose Love 
Nicola Davies 

Strest 
Matt Goodfellow 

 

The Children’s Poetry Archive - Listen to the world's best children's poetry read out loud. 

Children | Poetry Foundation  

 

 

 

https://clpe.org.uk/videos/video/performance-poetry-year-1
https://clpe.org.uk/videos/video/performance-poetry-year-1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r_bu5tu30DE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r_bu5tu30DE
https://allpoetry.com/poem/8603773-Cats-by-Eleanor-Farjeon
https://allpoetry.com/poem/8603773-Cats-by-Eleanor-Farjeon
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_uJZuFpG-B8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_uJZuFpG-B8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VbJhet_6xOs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VbJhet_6xOs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VbJhet_6xOs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ef2NVzO_lmY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ef2NVzO_lmY
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/the-schoolkids-rap/
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/the-schoolkids-rap/
https://poems.poetrysociety.org.uk/poems/the-christmas-pine/?_ga=2.197472874.479682110.1720694457-1001535885.1720694452
https://poems.poetrysociety.org.uk/poems/the-christmas-pine/?_ga=2.197472874.479682110.1720694457-1001535885.1720694452
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4tA_-tg3qzU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4tA_-tg3qzU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4tA_-tg3qzU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4tA_-tg3qzU
https://www.stgregoryschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Song-of-the-Train-by-David-McCord-1.pdf
https://www.stgregoryschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Song-of-the-Train-by-David-McCord-1.pdf
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/bluebottle/
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/bluebottle/
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/please-do-not-feed-the-animals/
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/please-do-not-feed-the-animals/
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/please-do-not-feed-the-animals/
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/autumn-gilt/
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/autumn-gilt/
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/a-parade-of-beast-doodle/
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/a-parade-of-beast-doodle/
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/alligator-problem/
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/alligator-problem/
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/a-special-badger/
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/a-special-badger/
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/if-all-the-world-were-paper/
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/if-all-the-world-were-paper/
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/if-all-the-world-were-paper/
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/the-river/
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/the-river/
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/the-thought-fox/
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/the-thought-fox/
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/you-are?_gl=1*1o6hc4n*_up*MQ..*_gs*MQ..&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI986FnYrTjgMVqYBQBh0DJTB9EAAYASAAEgLaAfD_BwE
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/you-are?_gl=1*1o6hc4n*_up*MQ..*_gs*MQ..&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI986FnYrTjgMVqYBQBh0DJTB9EAAYASAAEgLaAfD_BwE
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/thought-machine
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/thought-machine
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/air/
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/air/
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/a-life-in-dreams/
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/a-life-in-dreams/
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/if-you-could-see-laughter/
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/if-you-could-see-laughter/
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/if-you-could-see-laughter/
https://www.poemtree.com/poems/Silver.htm
https://www.poemtree.com/poems/Silver.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bLQy7m_bctM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bLQy7m_bctM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ReP3gVrOfpI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ReP3gVrOfpI
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/43687/the-tyger
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/43687/the-tyger
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dnuCZXZpwGc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dnuCZXZpwGc
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/hope
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/hope
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/what-teacher-said-when-asked-what-er-we-avin-geography-miss
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/what-teacher-said-when-asked-what-er-we-avin-geography-miss
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/what-teacher-said-when-asked-what-er-we-avin-geography-miss
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/42916/jabberwocky
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/42916/jabberwocky
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/gone
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/gone
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/choose-love
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/choose-love
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/strest/
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/strest/
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/?gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI383Qi-3-hQMVbY9QBh3KYwBxEAAYASAAEgLwifD_BwE
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/learn/children

