
 
 

Supporting and improving the emotional and social development of children with SEND 
 

All children receive Quality First Teaching to support their emotional and social development. We follow 
the PSHE Association programme of study in class to ensure access, engagement and progress for all. 
 

We are a Thrive school, and as such we routinely identify the emotional development needs of our 
children and address these needs through the Thrive Approach used across school. Children who have 
more significant needs have an individual Thrive assessment which is carried out by the class teacher and 
inclusion staff with the permission and support of the parent/carer. This enables us to pinpoint areas for 
development and to identify strategies to support the child both in class, at home, in a small group and on a 
1:1 basis with an adult in school. 
 

We have provision at lunchtime to support children who require a higher level of emotional and social 
development; this provides a safe place for them to be at lunchtimes and provides a variety of experiences. 
 

We run Socially Speaking, 101 ways to teach children social skills, and Time to Talk groups to support 
children who find social communication difficult. 
 

 School also employ a Behaviour Support Learning Mentor, who will work closely with children who display 
both low and higher level social, emotional and/or mental health difficulties. The main aim of this role is to 
support the child’s emotional well-being so they feel safe, happy and are able to learn to their full potential 
within the classroom setting. In more complex situations, school may feel they need to refer a child for 
more complex and/or individual support, which is through the Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service 
(CAHMS). 

 

 For the 2020/21 academic year, school placed an even greater emphasis on supporting children’s Social, 
Emotional & Mental Health needs, than we already did, in light of the COVID-19 situation. To support this, 
each class must have increased designated time dedicated to social and emotional aspects of learning 
including Circle Time. The schools Behaviour Support Learning Mentor and Parent Support Advisor have 
also been allowed increased timetable capacity to support additional difficulties the Pandemic has brought 
about. 


