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Dear Parents and Carers, 

Good News to share ~ We have found out this week that we have been awarded ‘Distinction Level’ in the 

Yorkshire Schools’ Games Commitment Award 2019/20.  We are delighted and it is true recognition of the 

opportunities provided for our children and the hard work and dedication of Mrs Porter and Mr Wattam.  

 

The Christmas tree is up in the school hall and looks beautiful, thanks to Mr Jones and his 

family who decorated it last weekend.  The classrooms and corridors are looking good too ~ 

‘It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas!’ We also have a tree outside this year and some 

jazzy new lights. 
 

• Selection Box raffle tickets go on sale next week (20p per ticket).  We will be selling them in individual 

classrooms and the Draw will take place on Thursday, 17th December  

• Christmas Cards and presents ~ Some parents/carers have asked if we are still sending cards and 

presents in school.  At the moment, there isn’t any guidance to say that we can’t, so I’m thinking that this 

should be ok and we will ensure they are quarantined 

• ‘Carols on Tour’ (outside) to Westhaven, Prospect House and Belle Vue with the Year 4 Hedgehogs 

Friday 11th December (pm)  

• Christmas Dinner Day ~ Wednesday, 16th December 

• FS2 visit to see ‘A Christmas Carol’ ~ Thursday, 17th December (sorry, this is now not taking place) 

• Last day of term (18th December) to be a Whole School Christmas Party Jumper/Fancy Dress Day. 

Class parties will be in the afternoon with food provided by school 

• Foundation Stage Sunflowers and Daffodils will be having their Nativity filmed live (very brave, but it is 

sometimes quite funny when things go wrong!)  Father David and I have been invited to be the audience, 

so we will be going through the range of emotions ~ laughing and crying, this will be launched on 

Wednesday, 9th December at 10.15am 

• Nursery children will be recording their version of the Nativity and it will be ‘broadcast’ on Tuesday, 15th 

December at 9.30am and 1.45pm 

• Key Stage 1 will be recording their nativities in their class bubbles and putting them together ready for 

their launch on Wednesday, 16th December at 2pm  

  
Christmas Cards ~ Thank you and well done to our Year 3/4 Badgers who have also finished designing their 

unique Christmas cards made with love; they will be making their way to brighten the lives of the elderly in 

Barnsley via Age UK. 

 

 

 

• Key Stage 2 classes ~ the Government have issued revised guidance and we are not now allowed any 

audiences in school (either inside or outside) as we are in Tier 3.  So … each class will still be sharing 

their class message of ‘Hope and Optimism’ virtually (details to follow and how to access). These will 

still be at the following times: 

o Monday, 7th December at 4pm     Year 6 Leopards 

o Wednesday, 9th December at 4pm                Year 3/4 Badgers 

o Thursday, 10th December at 4pm                 Year 4 Hedgehogs 

o Monday, 14th December at 4pm    Year 5 Robins  

o Wednesday, 16th December at 4pm             Year 5/6 Tigers 

o Thursday, 17th December at 4pm              Year 3 Foxes 

o Details to follow                                           Birkwood Brass 



 

Year 2 Phonics Screening Check ~ This week the Year 2 Butterflies and Ladybirds have completed their 

phonics screening check. They were so confident and did amazingly! Miss Betts and Mrs Cooke are so proud of 

how hard they have worked in preparation for this week, they all tried their best and really showed off their 

phonics skills. Well done Year 2!  

 

Flu Vaccinations throughout school ~ Tuesday, 8th December. These will take place in individual classrooms 

to prevent cross-contamination and it will be better for the children too.   

 

Please Note that Nursery will be closed for New Starter visits on Monday, 4th January 2021. 

The children will return on Tuesday, 5th January please. 
 

 

This week’s STARS OF THE WEEK 

Star of the Week Reason Why 

Sunflowers Harvey is always good at sharing his ideas and is such a kind and caring friend!  Well done! 

Daffodils Joshua has been AMAZING singing during the Nativity!  Well done! 

Year 1 Caterpillars Lola always tries her best, even when things get tricky! We are all very proud of her! 

Year 1/2 Ladybirds Macie has tried her hardest this week and is always a kind friend to others.  Well done! 

Year 2 Butterflies Gracie tries hard in all her lessons and always puts her hand up to answer questions. Well done! 

Year 3 Foxes Toby has worked so hard this week; he has done his best in everything, especially his news report 

Year 3/4 Badgers Nathaniel always does the right thing!  Well done! 

Year 4 Hedgehogs Fletcher has an excellent attitude to all of his learning, particularly the Christmas Dinner! 

Year 5 Robins Rosie has worked extra hard in all subjects this week.  Well done! 

Year 5/6 Tigers Joshua has worked extremely hard to improve his handwriting. Well done! 

Year 6 Leopards Leo for being incredibly brave and not letting a broken elbow stop him learning. Well done! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

       The House Winners last week were: 

 

 
                                                                              
 
 

                           Team Water (Blue) 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

With many thanks for your continued support 

Mrs Julie Allen MBE 

Headteacher  

The proud winners of the Attendance Award last week were: 

The Butterflies and Badgers with 100% 
 

The proud winner of the Superstar Award this week is:   

Pippa Malloy-Hill in the Year 3/4 Badgers 

Mrs Rennison said, that she works consistently hard, has an excellent attitude to learning and 

is a kind and considerate member of the Badgers’ class. Well done. 

 

 

 

 
 

The proud winner of the TT Rockstars Award last week was: 

Myah Davies (again!) 


